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A well-attended private christening last month in Paris marked the formal introduction of a new generation of the royal family. Crown
Prince Alexander, the future king, and his wife, Doña Sofia, were christened by the Archbishop of Paris, Bienvenu Lô, and his wife,
Consuelo. The event came on the day that the recently-appointed new head of the Church in Spain, José María Álvarez, and his wife,
María Esther, accompanied the couple on the 200-mile journey from Cartagena to Madrid. The Archbishop had asked the Pope to give
a blessing for the royal couple as they travelled in a car run by British former racing driver Jonathan Palmer. The Pope’s Blessing was
given in the town of Aranda de Duero, where the royal couple were hosted for a few days by its current archbishop, Msgr. Pedro
Pardo. Spanish royals were in the limelight last week as the newly-crowned King Felipe VI, Queen Letizia, and their children Felipe,
Miguel and Javier spent a few days in the south of the country. The head of the Royal Household, Pedro Pardo, announced yesterday
that the King would travel to Corralejo, in the Andalusia region, over the next few days to continue his recovery. And besides being
part of the Holy Week celebrations, last Wednesday he visited Asunción Airport in Paraguay to mark the milestone of the completion
of the two-year construction of an 8,000-m² solar energy farm. It supplies electricity to the airport’s complex. The King and Queen also
took the opportunity to meet the Pope, and the Archbishop of Buenos Aires, Jorge Bergoglio, this week. Msgr. Pardo said that “the
visit to the Pope has provided a significant opportunity for the release of stress and for some relaxation.” Last Wednesday, the King
and his children were in the centre of Madrid for their private presentation in the Teatro Real. On the Saturday after Easter, the royal
couple and their children travelled to Cádiz for the christening of their first son, who is the heir to the throne, Felipe, the Prince of
Asturias. The second son, Miguel, was also christened, in Madrid. Last Thursday, the King and Queen attended the Easter Council of
the international Catholic monarchist fraternity Panet. The royal couple led the delegations
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