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so i think there is value to having an executive branch that has the ability to use the
powers that congress has given him or her, but i think there is value to the rest of
society, including the fbi and local law enforcement, to really understand the origins of
the violence, and to understand, to try to help the most vulnerable of our society.
terrorism is a force multiplier, and this is something weve known for a long time.
theres a book called dont go nuts, why terrorism works by marc sageman. its about, i
guess, why people, organizations or nations engage in terrorism, and the author
makes a case that it is not necessarily to do something or achieve some change in the
world, that theyre engaging in terrorism for a force multiplier, that it allows them to
feel like theyre powerful, that theyre able to generate fear in the public. theyre able to
achieve that, and then it also allows them to take credit for whatever they do. it helps
to generate a narrative that they can point to and say, you see? we did this, we
actually got our way. we actually got out of office. there are some pretty disturbing
pictures out there. its important for us to understand what goes on, how a person
might be able to come to that point and whether or not, as a person, we would want to
join that. theres no easy answer for this. its a very complex problem, and it will require
a concerted effort from all of us. if we dont do something about this, we are going to
see more of this and more of this, more terrorist attacks, more and more deaths, more
and more suffering, more and more hate and violence, and it gets worse and worse.
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i wrote to the department of health and human services, saying, look, you have the
responsibility to take care of people with mental illness. you have a responsibility to

make sure that people dont get recruited to violent extremism. why dont you take cve
grants? the department of health and human services never responded. its still not

responded. it took me a long time, but i eventually got a response from the
department of justice. the department of justice said, we dont have cve grants for law

enforcement and that was the end of the discussion. if we dont take care of people
with mental illness, if we dont take care of people with mental illness, if we dont invest

in mental health, if we dont take care of people with mental illness, well all be
vulnerable to recruitment and recruitment into violent extremism. so we need to be
responsive to the groups that are being recruited. we need to be responsive to the

groups that are sending people to syria, iraq, yemen, afghanistan, and other places to
wage war against america. and the department of health and human services, which
has a major responsibility to prevent these tragedies, is effectively saying, we dont

want to be responsive to these groups. he also wanted to use his power as an
executive to send the message. when somebody does something to somebody else,
theres a reason for it. im not a pacifist, but i do think its important for people to at
least understand, to recognize that when somebody does something to somebody

else, there is a reason for that. and that we can strive to understand that reason and,
in some cases, and our government can help to mediate the reasons that people have
for doing certain things, so that we can prevent some of these things from happening.
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